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The Burden


“Mikey!” his mom yelled.  She waited a few seconds and tried yelling again “Mikey!  Suzy!  Time to eat!”  Still no reply from either of them and she was getting a bit testy, so she yelled for her eldest son in the family room, “Kevin!”  “Coming mother!” he yelled as he ran quickly to see what she wanted.  “Where are your brother and sister?  It is time to eat,” she asked.  “Where do you think they are mom?”  he said bitterly.  “Don’t give me that tone of voice young man.  You may be 15 years old and the man of the house but that does not give you any reason to speak to me that way.  Now, go get your brother and sister and have them wash their hands A LOT before they come eat.  No telling what germs are on their hands,” she replied.  He quickly said “I’m sorry mom” and ran off before she could say, “No problem.”  It took about 10 minutes before the troop marched into the house and all three went to wash their hands.  Even though his mother did not ask that he wash his hands, Kevin didn’t want to hear her wrath, so he went ahead and washed his hands also.


“Enjoyed playing with the animals Mikey and Suzy?”  Their mother asked.  “Oh yes!  Always!  But, Mom you need to bring in the clothes you are hanging to dry.  There will be a storm coming in a few hours,” Mikey said.  “I didn’t hear about the storm on the news today.  They said very little chance of rain today,” his mother replied.  “I know, but the deer and the owl told me it was coming.  It won’t be a big storm but they told me to make sure I was inside so I don’t get sick.  I knew you were doing laundry today so I thought I better tell you before your clothes get even wetter,” he replied.  


“I hate it when it rains on days I do the laundry.  I have no place to hang them and they won’t get dry in time.  Dog-gone-it, that just means I will have to rewash them because they will get moldy.  But, thanks for telling me, so I won’t waste my time washing any more clothes today.  Ok, let’s eat then you all can play on the computer or watch TV,” she said.  “Mom, can’t we play with the animals a little while longer?  They said the storm won’t come for another couple hours.  Please?  I love playing with the animals,” Suzy begged.  “Sorry dear.  I would prefer to have you inside BEFORE the storm comes.  I know the animals will protect you all and make you go inside before the storm but I would still like you all to stay inside, ok?” their mother said.


“Ok mom!” they all said.  They sat quietly for most of the meals then Suzy asked, “Where does that big Owl sleep?” “Oh, he has a hollow tree he stays in deeper in the woods,” Mikey replied.  “I just don’t see how you can handle that rattler without getting all icky!  Plus why didn’t the Owl come down and eat him while he was in your hands?  I was told Owl’s eat snakes,” Suzy asked.  They turned their heads to their mother as they could hear her coughing.  “A rattlesnake!?  Oh, come on Mikey!  For goodness sakes!  I know they won’t hurt you, but what about your sister?  And what if the owl had swooped down to eat the snake, he might have accidentally hurt you or your sister?” she asked with great apprehension.  “All the animals know I really don’t want to see them eating other animals unless they are starving.  I know that a lot of animals eat other animals but they respect my wishes. We talked about that a long time ago and except the coyote that hadn’t eaten for days, none of them have eaten other animals in front of me.  He apologized later for taking advantage of the rabbit as it sat close to me. But I understood, as he was skin and bones,” he said as his mother looked worried, so he added, “Oh don’t worry, even if the coyote was dying it would not have attacked me or my sister.  We would never be harmed by any of the animals.  Not even the crocodile if we ever went to a place that had some.”  “Now, that is a theory I am not willing to test young man!  Sorry, but I am drawing the line at crocodiles, leopards, and other big animals that could eat you in one bite and still have room for your sister!” she said in desperation.  Mikey just laughed and said, “Ok mom!” and kept laughing.  Suzy joined in and Kevin just smiled.  Then their mother cracked up laughing.  She could see her son now sitting on top of a crocodile or sleeping beside a cuddly snow leopard.  

She had known since Mikey was about 1 that the animals would not hurt him. After lunch she sat down in her chair and began to remember back to their first encounter with ants.  She and her late husband had taken all the kids on their first picnic together.  She was busy making a lunch and had left the food on the blanket and was doing something else, she could not remember what.  Then she heard “Go! Go! Go!” come from Mikey, although he was only about 1 at the time.  She looked and saw a bunch of ants moving away from the food.  Not a single ant was on the food but they were all marching away as if listening to Mikey.  She thought it strange at the time but didn’t think anymore about it until later she saw two squirrels sitting in Mikey’s lap while he slept.  She almost panicked but realized that they were just sitting there chomping on some nuts.  She had never seen squirrels approach anyone who wasn’t holding out food before.  She remembered being a little nervous and worried they might bite him so she approached slowly but then they ran off when she got close.   

A few days later she remembered taking Mikey and Suzy for a walk and got nervous when she saw a couple dogs walking behind them and another coming toward them. She picked both Mikey and Suzy up and shouted “Go away!” and was very worried.  She moved this way and that way hoping the dogs would go away and Suzy who was about 3 at that time started crying when she saw her mother look so scared and saw that the three big dogs was coming closer.  Mikey wasn’t crying but looking at the dogs with a smile and then he waved his hand up and down as his mother turned around and around to keep her eyes on all the dogs as much as possible.  Then to her amazement the dogs all laid down as if listening to Mikey.  She looked at Mikey strangely but dismissed her earlier thoughts but decided to walk far around the two dogs and go back home just to be sure.  

She remembered staying inside and telling her husband about the encounter and he just laughed.  However, he agreed to go out with her the following weekend because he was far too busy to go for a walk during the week.  Sunday came and they went for a long walk in the forest.  They found a nice clearing and let Mikey try walking as he was learning how.  They stayed close but not too close.  They let him fall and cry a little bit.  They felt it was the best way for him to learn to walk.  They stayed behind and then they saw it.  At first they thought their eyes were betraying them, but there it was, as clear as day.  They saw a bunch of deer moving towards them.  They all stood mesmerized by the site as they never saw that many deer at one time before and never approaching people before.  “Daddy, why are the animals coming towards us?” Suzy asked.  “WOW!” Kevin said “this is cool!”  “I agree with that,” his father said.  “Honey, what is going on?  Maybe we should pick up Mikey, they might hurt him?” his wife asked.  He was just about going to say “Ok, get him, when the deer stopped short about 10-15 feet away but the fawn kept walking towards Mikey.  “Wait, they are so young, they couldn’t hurt Mikey – the worst they could do is knock him down.  This is a once in a lifetime experience, I wish I brought my camera, no one will believe us,” he said.  “Ok, if you are sure he won’t get hurt,” she said.  Just then they saw Mikey raise his hand out and 3 fauns licked his hand then his arms and then his neck, face and lips and hair.  His mother was starting to get worried when the loudest chuckle they ever heard came roaring from Mikey’s mouth.  He was having the time of his life.  So, she stopped worrying and looked around and to her disbelief she saw what looked like 20 other deer behind them moving in slowly on their position.  There must have been 40 or 50 deer altogether and all the fauns were moving toward Mikey.  There must have been 7 or 8 fauns and there was Mikey on the ground rolling and laughing as each of the fauns tried to find the best part of him to lick.  His father looked at his mother and said, “You know, I would never have believed this in a million years if you told me this happened and I was not here to see this.  I don’t understand what is going on, but I tell you what, it is a miracle. I really don’t think we should tell anyone though.” 

They don’t know why but the older deer slowly approached the rest of the family and let them touch.  So, for over an hour all three children and both of the parents were there caressing the deer.  “My god, what peaceful animals, I feel so sorry that just last month I was out hunting these lovely animals,” John said.  From that day on, every time Mikey was outside, he was never alone.  Animals of all kinds came to be with Mikey.  She even remembered the time when he was about two and they went hiking in the mountains and they came upon a big bear.  They however were not willing to test out Mikey’s friendship with all animals at that moment with a big bear, so they picked up Mikey and Suzy and ran as quickly as they could.  Every day they would see animals that normally hid from people and at night they saw many animals that they have never seen before.  They started taking pictures so they could keep track of all the animals that would come visit.  One day they saw an animal come at night and it looked so strange, so like normal they took a picture of it.  However, this time Mary took the picture to the zoo and asked, “What is this animal?”.  She asked all the caretakers there and all of them said, “I have never seen that animal before”.  Finally she decided to send a copy of the photograph to a famous researcher and got back a letter saying, “Sorry that photograph is a fake, that animal does not exist.”  She chuckled to herself but didn’t argue.  Each day she would always stay with the children while they were with the animals in case the animals bit them.  Then one faithful day when Mikey was 3 she remembered him running very fast towards her and she asked him why he was in such a hurry and he said, “I was talking to the animals”.  She laughed and his father jokingly said, “Oh?  What did they say?”  Mikey said, “The birds said there was a fire a few miles away and said we should leave now!”  His mother laughed but his father didn’t.  He jumped up and ran down the gravel road some then looked around and then ran toward them and yelled, “get in the truck!  NOW!”  They all looked scared as they never seen their father looked so scared in all their life so they quickly jumped into the truck.  Then he stepped on the gas as hard as he could and fled quickly away from their home leaving everything behind them.  

“What is going on, honey?”, Mary asked.  “Mikey does talk to animals, I forgot to tell you.  I found out a week ago.  So, when he said that, I knew he was telling the truth, so I ran and tried to find were the fire was.  So, I just wanted to go the opposite way of the fire.”, he said.  “You mean, he can actually talk to animals and they can talk to him?  How?”, she asked incredulously.  “I have NO idea!  But, he does it!  I could not believe it.  He speaks English and they speak whatever language but it is like they can understand each other.”, he said.  “No, they are speaking English.  You no hear them dad?  Mom?” Mikey asked.  “Sorry son, we can’t understand them.”, his mother said.  “Why you no understand?  They speak like you and me”, he said.  “I don’t know son.  It is ok, as long as you can.  I am just glad you can, you saved our lives”, she replied and she held her son in her arms and he smiled.  Their father kept driving as quickly as he could but the smoke was starting to get bad.  He yelled out, “I can’t see the road”.  Mikey yelled, “Help” and a flock of birds of all kinds flew near the truck.  Mikey said, “My dad cannot see road.” Then a few seconds later he said, “just follow the birds ok?”  Then the birds flew in front of the truck some level with the truck and some higher up.  Sometimes they would switch positions as if they were dolphins in the sea trying to get air from time to time.  So, they followed the birds for about 15 minutes until most of the smoke was far behind them.  “Thank you!” yelled Mikey.  “Yes, thank you!” said his father and his mother.  Both were looking at him incredulously.  

They had to move to another place far away.  They kept close to the forest but this time they had a big yard and they wanted to grow their own food.  “Unfortunately we will need a lot of money for insecticide, ammunition for hunting and dogs to keep the animals away from the plants.  I don’t know if we will have enough money for all of that,” John said.  “No, you won’t need to buy anything.  I will be back in a little while,” little Mikey said.  “Wait!  You are too young to go out by yourself.  Where are you going anyway?” his father said.  “I will go talk to the animals and see if they will help us?” Mikey replied.  “But how can they help with the insects?” he asked incredulously.  “I can talk to them also!” Mikey said with a smile.  John’s mouth just fell open and looked at his wife with a face like ‘Are you sure this kid is ours?’  “Ok.  Kevin, go with him,” he said.  “Can I go with him?  Please?  I want to see him talk to the animals too!” Suzy asked.  “Ok!  Kevin, you take care of them and don’t let them go to far, ok?” he said.  “Sure!” and off he went.  He couldn’t believe his brother could talk with the animals either so he had to see this to believe it.  

Less than 1 hour later they all came in the house.  “Mommy!  Mommy!  Mikey can speak to the animals!” Suzy cried out.  Mikey heard that and laughed.  Kevin just smiled but shook his head like, ‘I saw it but I couldn’t believe it’.  Then Mikey said, “I talked to the insects and told them that we were going to build a garden to grow fruits and vegetables and I asked that they not destroy any of our plants.  Then the owl told me that the worms are needed to keep the ground good for our plants.  I then asked the animals if they could not eat any of the plants.  They all agreed but they asked us not to throw away any of our food.  Just place it outside of our door anything we were not going to eat even the smallest bit so they could come eat, either animal or insect.  Then I said that my father said that we had to have meat to eat.  So, the animals said they would deliver the weak, the hurt and the sick to us to eat.”  

His mother and father just looked at each other and him then finally his mother turned to Kevin and asked “Did you hear the animals talk?”  “Yeah, right!  No, I do not hear anything.  I asked him to prove to me that he was talking to the animals.  Then before I knew it he asked one of the deer to eat my hat and before I could grab my hat, it was gone!  My favorite hat!” he said and Mikey just chuckled.  “Then I said to him, you can talk to the animals but can you really talk to the insects?  Then he said ‘I want a bee to land on his nose but don’t sting him.’  I didn’t like the sound of that so I stood up but just then a bee landed on my nose.  I was getting nervous then it flew off.  So, yes he can talk to the animals!” he said.  His father and mother just laughed at that. 

Those next few years they had good food and didn’t worry about insects or animals eating their food except for the food they laid outside which was always gone by the next morning.  They always had plenty left over for the animals as they grew much more than they could eat as none of the food was bad from where insects normally ate them.  So, it turned out to be beneficial for all, animal, insect and for their family.  That was until their father died in an accident almost a year ago.  She was still sitting down as she remembered this terrible part of their past.  It was his decision not to let Mikey go to kindergarten in the nearby town because he was afraid of what they would say when the animals started following him everywhere.  I mean even the birds always flew near him.  Mikey was always smart for his age so they told the school that he was being home schooled.  Suzy wanted to stay home too but she made her and Kevin go to school.  But now she really needed to go to work, as her husband was dead and she didn’t know what to do for money.  She was so afraid that they might treat Mikey badly.  She was more afraid that they would take him away from her for some reason or another.  While he was a joy and he did save the family, his gift was a burden to her for she didn’t know what they would think about their family should they find out about him.
She started to cry as she could only think of bad things that might happen.  Kevin came up to her, as he was the man of the house now that his father died and asked “You still worried about Mikey going to school?”  “Yes.  I am soooo afraid what might happen.”  She said.  “You know he is much smarter than most kids, we can ask him not to tell anyone he can speak to the animals.  He will understand why we will ask him to lie.”  She thought for a moment and said, “You know, as long as they don’t know he can talk with the animals and if ALL the animals don’t follow him he should be ok.”  So, a few days before school, Mary sat with her children and said, “Mikey, you will have to go to go to school with your sister next week. I need you to tell your animals that they can’t all follow you to school.  Plus you cannot tell anyone that you can talk with animals, ok?  Suzy, I need you to promise not to tell anyone either.  Not even your best friends, ok?  Please I need you both to promise me that,” she begged.  Both Mikey and Suzy promised.  

So, on their first day to school Mikey, Suzy, Kevin, and one wolf walked to school while one eagle flew overhead.  Of course off in the distance they could barely see other animals running in the forest to keep an eye on them as if to be able to render aid immediately should the need arise.  No aid was needed as they arrived safely at school.  Some of the other kids watched in awe as they saw the wolf walking with the kids.   “Why is the wolf with you?” asked a few kids.  Kevin said, “It is a family pet” and nothing more was said of it.  

The burden that their mother carried for so long while worrying about this first day of school just seemed to slide right off as the kids told them everything went normally at school.  No one noticed the chipmunk sitting on the window sill or seemed to pay any particular notice to the various birds that would fly away after looking inside the windows.   Suzy said “The kids laughed at the deer that walked in and Mikey was real good he just nodded to the animal and didn’t act out like you were afraid he was going to.  The deer left and class returned to normal and no one suspected a thing!”.  “How do you know, if it went into Mikey’s class?” her mother asked.  “Oh, sorry, forgot to tell you.  After they interviewed Mikey at the school they put him into my class.  Two years ahead.  They said, ‘Your mother sure did a good job home schooling Mikey.’  So, he was in my class.  He is a little behind on his writing skills but he is fine with everything else.  So, they gave him some extra writing homework to do over this next month,” she replied.

She sat relieved and with a smile on her face.  It was as if another miracle had occurred.  So, she relaxed as she had been worried all day long.  She even had visions of townspeople chasing after the kids running back home and them yelling, ‘Move away from here you freaks’.  She was glad that vision didn’t come true.  While she was not worried about moving she was just glad she didn’t have to move.  They had a great place with wonderful food and a beautiful view.  She sat watching her kids with a smile on her face as they cleaned up ready for an early dinner.  She had always let them eat as much as they wanted as they had plenty of exercise out in the wilderness especially with Mikey’s affinity with the animals they often took them far from home on trips to see other animals and their families.  She used to worry about these trips but given that none of the animals would hurt them she had little to fear except some bad men.  Luckily out here there were no bad men.

She wondered why he was able to talk to the animals and none of her other children could.  She was just glad that they would not hurt any of their family.  After a good meal they set all the food that they would not eat out on the front yard.  Since they had so much food they never ate leftovers as this allowed the other animals to eat more.  Since it was all gone in the morning she knew nothing was being wasted.  Even in the winter they kept enough food in the freezer for them to eat well.  They didn’t have a lot to put out each day in the winter but they kept their promise day in, day out.  Every day they put the food they could not eat outside the front door and every morning the food would be gone including any bones.  So, there was no mess for them to clean up.  Although they had few neighbors they rarely spent time with them as the kids loved being with the animals more than other children, except Kevin.  Although Kevin was not dating yet as he loved being with the animals except he didn’t like being around when Mikey was talking with them.  He said he could not handle listening to one-way conversations.  He spent a lot of time outside with friends or he would stay inside.

Each day there was a wolf waiting to escort her children to school and she could see the eagle waiting too on top of one of the trees not too far away.  Of course with its eyesight it could have been a mile away and still see the children.  There were no problems reported at school as she could tell.  The children did notice more animals than normal on school grounds especially during recess but nothing startling.  Many of the kids were able to touch deer and antelope for the first time, so recess was even more popular than usual.  There were even a couple wolves on the school grounds.  Some of the teachers were alarmed at first but when they saw kids petting them and the wolves laying down while the kids petting them they relaxed their fears.   It seems that the animals were willing to spend time with children as long as Mikey was there.

So, she felt relaxed enough to do a little work to earn a little money she needed for extras like clothes.  She felt much relieved that everything was going well at school.  So, she was able to do some small jobs during the morning at the nearby town.  Day after day she was relieved that everything was going much better than normal. Finally one day she asked Kevin, “Kevin, I am a little worried that with all the animals at recess than Mikey might start talking with the animals and people will notice.” “He is speaking to the animals”, Kevin said but when he saw his mother’s horrid expression on her face he quickly said, “But he is doing an excellent job hiding it, he goes ‘nice wolf, what a nice wolf you are’ as he pets him and does the same thing with the other animals.  It is great, he gets to talk with them and no one notices.”  She felt much relieved when he said that.  So, it seems there was nothing to worry about at all.

She felt more relaxed day by day as Kevin kept telling her everything was going fine.  Mikey said he liked school and Suzy did not mind having her younger brother in her same class even though some of the other students teased her that her brother must be real smart and why she wasn’t?  She just shrugged it off; she was not going to let them bother her over a little thing.  It was nice to have her brother in her class plus she could still help him with some of the work, especially writing.  She knew her brother was special and didn’t mind at all if he was smarter than her.  The kids loved the fact that more and more animals show up at recess.  In fact the locals put up “No Hunting” signs for miles around the school as they found their kids were so happy and talked so much about the animals on the school grounds.  Even some of the avid hunters didn’t mind giving up that part of the land to hunt in because their own kids were so happy with recess and the abundant animals that now showed up and allowed the kids and even the teachers to pet them.  The wolves and the deer were the most sought after.  But even the moose that would wonder by got attention each day.  Lots of ducks and geese came by as there was a large lake nearby.  

However, the teachers were starting to complain about the feces and Mikey overheard this so he immediately asked all the animals to go out into the woods if they needed to and not do their thing at school. Then the teachers were surprised to find no more feces being dumped at school so they quit complaining about the animals at school.  Many people would walk by the school to see all the animals that had come to play with the kids.  They never knew that the animals were really there to be with only one kid, Mikey.  Zoo officials had worried that with the number of animals out at the school to be seen for free that attendance would go down.  But, contrary to their belief, families started to show more interest in animals and went together to the Zoo.  Sometimes the child would say – “I saw that one at school” or “I petted one like that!” while the family would look around the zoo.

The story of the old schoolhouse with its own “petting zoo” got around at the nearby city and sometimes people would come just to see this in action.  Of course the children who came “played hooky” just to see.  Many people would just say, “WOW!  Would you look at that?”  or “I seen it but I can’t believe it!”.  On some days it got bad enough for the sheriff to come out.  “Come on folks!  There are classes going on, you will have to keep it quiet or you will have to leave,” he could be heard saying a couple times a week.  Of course he did not mind about the animals because his son Tommy talked about those animals almost every day at dinner.  Some days he wished the animals would quit coming because it was always “I loved hugging this animal or that animal or this other animal” every day at dinner.  Of course he would never do anything to stop the animals from showing up because he could not remember a time when his son was so happy.  In fact this was the first year when his mother had to make him stay home from school when he was sick.  He remembered it clearly…

“Mom!  I am fine!  I want to go to school.  So, I have to be fine!” Tommy said.  “You have a temperature of 102!  You are going absolutely nowhere young man!” his mom told him.  “But I feel fine!  Don’t you remember you always telling me good exercise and being out in this fine weather will make you healthy?” he recalled.  “Yes, but not when you have a temperature like this.  Now you stay in bed while I make you some soup.  Get back in bed now!  Or I will call your father in here!” she demanded.  She didn’t have to do that as he was not far away and could hear everything and couldn’t believe it.  His sick son didn’t want to stay home from school.  “I guess hell did freeze over,” he thought to himself.  In fact the school officials had noticed that this year there was an extraordinary decrease in absenteeism and not only that but many students would arrive early.  The Sheriff remembered having a conversation over lunch with one of the school officials.  “Hi’ya Jim!  Want to join me for lunch?”  he called.  “Actually I was on my way to see you and a few other folks but sure we can talk business and eat at the same time, right?” Jim asked.

“Sure, what is on your mind?” the sheriff asked.  “Well, it is the end of the quarter and we have to turn these reports in about the school and something bothers me.  I am afraid some of these numbers will cause an audit, as the government officials won’t believe me,” said Jim.  “Well, quit keeping me in suspense and just tell me what is bothering you, so we can go eat,” said the Sheriff.  “For the past 5 years since I was in charge of these numbers we averaged 5-7 children out every single day on average.  This quarter we are down to 2 or less.  I mean I don’t understand it.  Not only that but I think we have more students than at the beginning of the quarter.  I think we have people showing up that are not even official students!  The government will go crazy when they see these numbers.  I don’t know what to do!” he cried.  “Don’t you understand it is all because of these animals?  The kids absolutely love them.  Tommy’s mother had to physically restrain our son to keep him out of school for a couple days while his temperature was above 100.  He wanted to go to school sick saying he was fine but he was not.  These kids can’t wait for recess.  They absolutely love it.  Why do you think we put all these “no hunting” signs up around your school?  It is because everyone’s parents are noticing how happy their children are, except poor Becky’s parents because she is allergic to animals.  But even she likes to look out the classroom windows at the animals.  You just need to turn in a copy of that newspaper article about the school with its own petting zoo and explain that the kids love the animals so much that they don’t want to miss school and I think the officials won’t come to you like wolves,” he said jokingly.  “Ok.  That sounds fine.  Let’s eat!” Jim said.

Then he remembered one other day he met with the town doctor.  “Hi Sheriff, can I ask you something?” the doctor asked.  “Sure, go ahead, what is on your mind?” the Sheriff replied.  “I get about 1 or 2 calls a week from the Zoo because one of the ‘tame’ animals accidentally scratched or bit one of the visitors at the petting zoo.  This school has had its own ‘petting zoo’ of WILD animals for a few months now and not one school official has called me about any scratches or bites.  I am afraid that they are hiding it.  A bad case of rabies could develop if not treated quickly.  I really think we should go talk to the school officials.  What do you think?” he asked.  “Really?  Not one call?” the sheriff replied with a bewildered look.  “Not one!  You have to agree that is odd especially since all those animals are WILD!  Right?” the doctor insisted.  “Yes, that doesn’t seem right, ok.  Well, it won’t hurt if we go ask about this.  Come on, it is not far from here, let’s just walk there.  It is good for our health!” the sheriff said and the doctor laughed but walked with him to the old school building.  

“Hi Sheriff, Hi Doc.  What are you all doing here?  We don’t have anyone sick again today,” the principal said laughing.  “Well, the Doctor here tells me your school has never reported a single bite or a scratch from any of these WILD animals and he gets 1 or 2 calls a week from the tame petting zoo.  Unfortunately this is serious because as the Doctor told me a small cut could cause rabies if not treated soon,” the sheriff said.  “I will tell you sheriff, it is the weirdest thing, because none of these wild animals have ever scratched or bitten anyone.  I hate to say it but one day your son Tommy got angry, he never told us why, and slapped a coyote in the face and the coyote just walked away.  It didn’t even get angry.  A wild coyote, can you believe that?  I promise no one has ever been bitten or scratched,” the principal said.  

The sheriff looked at the Doctor but he just shook his head and he knew what that meant.  “Ok, I am sorry, but we will have to ask the students ourselves, do you mind?”  The sheriff asked.  “Not at all, in fact they are almost all done with their lunch so we can have them all gather and you can ask them yourselves,” the principal said.  So, off they went and they gathered all the students around.

“First, I want you all to understand, I love these animals as much as you all do and I don’t want anything to happen to them.  Do you all know what rabies are?” the doctor asked the students.  One little girl said, “Yes, it is a disease you get when eaten by an animal.”  Some of the students laughed at that answer.  “It is a disease you can get if you are bitten or scratched by an animal that is sick.  Now, sometimes you may not know the animal is sick because it won’t show any symptoms,” he corrected her.  “Now, I get calls every week from the zoo about accidental scratches and bites, of course none of the children got sick but we need to be careful.  So, I need you all to tell me who all has accidentally been bitten or scratched by one of these animals here at the school?”  No one said anything.  “You all do know the words ‘bitten’ and ‘scratched’ right?”  He followed up.  “Yes Doctor.  We know!  Grrrr,” as many students replied with teeth biting and fingers turning into claws and ripping through the air.  He just could not understand, so he asked one more time.  “You mean to tell me, not one single child has been scratched or accidentally bitten by any of these animals.  I mean even a little bit?”  He sounded exasperated.  All of the school kids just shook their heads and a couple teachers said, “We never saw any child get hurt and that is why we never complained about all of them.  If you wish you can stay and check it out.  They will go for recess in a couple hours but many of the animals are already here so you can check out the animals if you want.”

The doctor looked at the Sheriff and the principal and shook his head in approval and off they went to the recess yard.  “Now Sheriff you take this tranquilizer dart and get ready to shoot as I make this animal angry.  We all know a child can easily make a wild animal angry, so I will endeavor to do it on purpose to see if the animal will scratch or bite me like I know it will.  I think there is a huge cover up going on here,” the Doctor said.  “I don’t know if that is a smart idea Doctor, I mean purposely making a wild animal angry?”  The Sheriff said.  “It is for the safety of the children and then we will need to find out who is behind the cover-up,” the doctor said as he walked over to the coyote very cautiously and grabbed its snout and tugged at it and shook it but the coyote just walked away.  The Doctor was very perplexed but walked over to the wolf and slapped it across the face.  The wolf just laid its head onto its paws and sat there. “Well, I’ll be a monkey’s uncle.  This can’t be happening.  It is impossible.  Ok, let me try this,” he said as he walked outside the normal play area and kicked the Moose with the large antlers as hard as he could but the moose just let out a snort and walked into the woods.  “My god!  I really have never seen anything like this.  Animals, wild or tame, are not supposed to act this way.  It isn’t natural!  It just isn’t!  They have natural defensive mechanisms.  They should be attacking me.  I mean this is not natural Sheriff!” The doctor said in disbelief.  “Well, as long as the animals are not hurting the kids I am not going to do anything to stop them from coming.”  Then he thanked the principal and walked out with the Doctor still shaking his head in disbelief.

“I am just worried about the kids Sheriff.  You should be to.  It is not natural for animals to act like this.  You can ask the Vet, he will agree with me,” said the Doctor.  “Unless you can offer me concrete proof that these animals may or will harm someone then I don’t care if they got up and started dancing and talking, ok?” replied the Sheriff.  The Doctor laughed at that and said “You’re right Sheriff, as long as the kids are fine, just ask your son to keep a close watch will you?” the Doctor asked.  “I sure will, because I do like how happy my son is with the animals but being an officer of the law my first concern is with the safety of the children,” the Sheriff said.
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